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Keeping a

By Marcus Binney
Architectude Correspondeni

FORTY years ago the hills
descending from  the Blue
Mosque in Fstanbud were cnoned-
wd with traditicnal Ottoman
woosden houses, pict el
cascading down 11: m n}rl
Marmara. Today almest all
tiavie been replaced by conerete
blocks. The race & on o save
the s of them

Onc group survives around
the mogue al Shicvman the
Ciegal Anaiher, sl mare em-
tatibed. g L
|ru'..|||. the

H'-Hlll.u.e
t. the Burial
last Comnensi
Ihe wnparlance of
toth areas was revognised by
their inchusion in the Warkl
Hersiage listing for Iaambud
thewagh all the howases shown an
the nomiastion desier of a typ-
wal Feyrek Mreet have been
demplinhed since the listing
wak published in 1985,

The appeal of Istanksul’s wiod-
en hilside houses les i e
hmrmany (hat oomes froen con-
ssitend use of boarding, bay win-
dows, shallow roofs and deep,
overhanging eaves. Added Lo
that is the typically Turkish
it 10 gan a view ol the
strped, beowever slamied, and &
prodpedt over nooliopd down 1o
the sea Hence the kiosk-like
o slorevs of soime Bouses. In
the 196k the travel writer
Michaed Percirs desonibed 1he
view from ane house scross lo
the 3ileyman Mosgue: “(Grey,
remade, Efumphanl, its cresbed
pinnacles flashing gold in 1he
sur To the south the maarels
of Sehzsde abive the arches of
e aquedsicl: B the dorth a
vwgep of bluie waler bereath
the hall of Galata”

Mast of the Zeyrek Bouses
were built between 1800 and
1840 mnd none eany sppear in
the last stages of decay. Often
they are occupsed by migranis
from spuiheast Terkcey wha
Lk e fursids 16 make repairs.

roof over Ottoman traditions

CFlsnan h-uwﬂnrl beln.., s oanedd Il1mu']1 the Twrkish '.['I.ru.b:r .I.-ndld.lnu, Umneseo and the 'H-m‘l.l,l Hm!m LMMIIM

Al is rept bost, however. In Dec-
ember J003 the Save Qur
Roofs campaign was launched
by the Tuwrkish Timber Associa-
tipn with an endorsement [rom
Unescn, [nitially foensing on
feveek, it asms o repair the
roals of 50 houses &l a cost of
£2.000 each. The first restora-
ot project sarted last manth
with funds from 5Siemens.

A decond proped, lunded by
the Warld Henlage Commit-
tee, will start hy.
Zeyrek Cultural  Associabon
has commissioned David
Michelmore, » British experl
0r|1|!'llbl|1.'_l'l.'\l.n!u1ni-:.1|:|||.1udr.xlw
up specifications for repains. He
sayx: “Externally many of these
Pt L0k i 3 most dineadiul
stale. [ndide we have found

that the main frames, which
are wsually cak. are often in
fuale condion. In adds-
tson, many of the hoases retain
winden  oeilings with  pood
miouklings and wooden pansl-
ling. Some retain bed cup-
boards where beds WENE I'-nl.led
away during the day.”
'I-'I'nr“-‘idllmnuflllnbﬂ Pk~
i dberid from the greal earth-
quake of 1500, Timber houses
were quick bo constnact and sre
at bess risk of collupse during
carihguakes (henee thelr use in
Sam  Francisco)  Michelmone
contimes: “The great danger
came from fire — not that tim-
ber houses catch fire mone
eksily (hian masasnny ones, bal

Ali Semi Oven, et of
the Zt:rﬂh__m{.‘ulmral D.;uw.ua-
tian, says “The costs of repairs
aand | 15 are consider-
ahle t nol mare  tham
builling mew houses.  Econo
mies can be achieved if we cam
secure o deal with ihe Min uln-
of Forestry to supply the oak *

According bo Michelmore,
the timiber was imported in the
Wih century, mainly from ihe
Balkans via the Black Ses. and
numerous snaall ships carrying
thmbser ane still to ke seen sl

ﬂE e e Bosphona
surveys have been
drawn up of most of the hous-

e with excellent inpul frans
Istanbul Technical University.
Two thirds of residents, many
of whoe are owner-ocoupiers,

woihd like to stay if the houses
can be Emproved, and some
owTIeTS Are maoving back to his
toric districts where the EL is |
hrlpmi’lu fumd improvemenits

Istanksl’s suthoridessre aba
beginalng (o fecogine
impartance of profecting the
city’s bradilional domestic archi
tecture as well as s gread By
zankime and [Islamic mose
ments It B 1o be hoped that
ceitral gevemment will fallow
sult. If a sericus sfart can be
made mext year there is
that other groups of §
hiotsses will b pesosed, both §
side and culside the walled cily

wu.wgr}nt.arg]r
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